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Eco-leadership in Poland. Leader

Environmental protection in the eyes of the Polish people is considered a matter of great importance and
national pride. Poland, like many other countries, faces various environmental challenges and its citizens
recognise the importance of protecting natural resources and ecosystems for future generations:

* Pride in natural beauty: Poland is known for its rich natural beauty, including vast forests, picturesque
mountains, pristine lakes and diverse wildlife. Many Polish people are proud of their country’s land-
scapes and have a sense of responsibility to preserve these treasures.

* Concern about pollution and climate change: Just like people all over the world, Poles are concer-
ned about pollution, climate change and its negative impact on the environment. Air pollution, water
pollution and the impact of global warming are issues of great concern and have triggered public
discussions and calls for action.

* Protection of biodiversity: Poles value biodiversity and the unique ecosystems found in their country.
Protecting native plant and animal species, especially those that are threatened or endangered, is a
common goal for many citizens.

* Balancing economic growth and sustainable development: Poland is a developing country with a gro-
wing economy. While citizens understand the importance of environmental protection, there may be
debates about how to find a balance between economic growth and sustainable practices.

* Support for renewable energy: Many Poles support the development and use of renewable energy
sources, such as wind and solar power, as a way to reduce dependence on fossil fuels and combat
climate change.

* Green initiatives and sustainability efforts: Public perceptions of environmental protection include sup-
port for green initiatives, green practices and sustainable lifestyle choices. Recycling, waste reduction
and energy efficiency are areas in which many Poles actively participate.

* Active involvement in environmental movements: As in many other countries, there are active organi-
sations and movements for environmental protection and sustainable development in Poland. Citizens
participate in protests, awareness campaigns and initiatives to raise concerns and demand policy
changes.

In the face of real climate change, it is becoming increasingly clear that urgent and concerted action is
needed to mitigate its effects and secure the future of our planet. As the impacts of climate change intensify,
there is a growing realisation that traditional approaches are insufficient and that innovative solutions are
key to successfully meeting this global challenge. Leading ,eco’ companies and new projects and ideas
are playing a key role in the fight against climate change. These organisations are committed to environ-
mental sustainability, demonstrating that economic prosperity and environmental responsibility can go
hand in hand. Through their innovative practices, they show that tackling climate change is not only a
moral imperative, but also a transformative opportunity for both businesses and societies. Environmentally
leading companies (Polska ekologia, Zielona Energia) are at the forefront of implementing sustainable
technologies, promoting energy efficiency and adopting the principles of a circular economy. Their com-
mitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and minimising environmental impact sets an example for
other companies to follow.

PPl Co-funded by BAB‘:‘ ‘ } IGNRIZIJElIJEIS\ITRY
UL the European Union HUSKY I FOUNDATION



One notable example of ,green leadership’ in Poland is the case of Zielona Energia, a renewable energy
company that has become a pioneer in promoting sustainable practices and clean energy solutions in the
country. The case of Zielona Energia provides an insight into their eco-leadership and the positive impact
they have had on the Polish energy sector. Zielona Energia is a Polish renewable energy company foun-
ded in 2007, focusing mainly on wind and solar energy. It aims to develop, build and operate renewable
energy projects that contribute to Poland’s energy transition and mitigate climate change. Zielona Energia
has successfully developed and implemented numerous renewable energy projects across the country.
Their portfolio includes wind farms and solar installations, which make a significant contribution to the co-
untry’s renewable energy capacity and reduce dependence on fossil fuels. The company’s commitment to
clean energy is in line with Poland’s broader sustainable development goals and the European Union’s re-
newable energy targets. By investing in renewable energy infrastructure, Zielona Energia has had a signi-
ficant positive impact on the environment. Their projects have helped to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and air pollution associated with traditional energy sources. In addition, the company actively promotes
sustainable land use practices, wildlife conservation and ecological restoration in the areas where its pro-
jects are located. Zielona Energia prioritises community engagement and education to raise awareness of
renewable energy and to attract local support for its projects. It organises community events, workshops
and educational initiatives to engage local residents, schools and businesses in the transition to clean ener-
gy. This approach strengthens public acceptance of renewable energy and facilitates the transition to a
sustainable future. The company continuously invests in research and development to discover innovative
solutions for clean energy generation and storage. Zielona Energia seeks to optimise the efficiency and
performance of its renewable energy projects, while exploring new technologies such as energy storage
systems and smart grid integration. Zielona Energia actively engages in policy advocacy and works with
governmental and non-governmental organisations to promote favourable renewable energy policies
and legislation in Poland. It brings its expertise to the discussion on energy transition strategies and works
to create an enabling environment for the development of renewable energy in the country. The case of
Zielona Energia provides a compelling example of eco-leadership in Poland. Through their commitment to
renewable energy, environmental stewardship, community engagement and technological innovation, the
company has become a key player in Poland'’s sustainable energy sector. Their efforts not only contribute
to reducing carbon emissions and accelerating Poland’s energy transition, but also inspire and motivate
other companies and stakeholders to use clean energy solutions and adopt eco-leadership practices.

Another example of green leadership in Poland is BACTrem, founded in 2015 as a University of Warsaw
(spin off) company with the main aim of commercialising the biopreparation BACTREM. The company
was founded by Prof Magdalena Popowska, the company’s president, and has since expanded with a
team of experienced employees. BACTrem specialises in using beneficial and functional bacteria to com-
bat environmental pollution, offering targeted solutions through the development and production of spe-
cialised biopreparations and various biotechnology solutions. BACTrem has developed its own patents
and maintains a collection of functional microorganisms. Their expertise in bacterial physiology, effective
interactions, isolation and identification allows them to respond to environmental needs with innovative
solutions. The company'’s flagship product, BACTrem biopreparation, is designed to eliminate petroleum
contamination in soil, waste, sludge and wastewater. The preparation uses the synergistic interaction of
micro-organisms to accelerate the breakdown of toxic substances into safe compounds such as water and
ethanol. BACTrem biopreparation is effective in eliminating contamination by petroleum compounds and
nitro compounds. It can be used in a variety of environments, including soils, brownfields, landfills, lakes,
ponds and treatment plants, making it a versatile solution for bioremediation efforts. BACTrem bioprepa-
ration was awarded a silver medal at the 66th International Trade Fair , Ideas, Inventions, New Products
iENA 2014"” in Nuremberg, highlighting its potential and recognition in the industry. BACTrem focuses on
bioremediation, a biological method of removing organic contaminants from the environment. It offers
comprehensive bioremediation services for soil, water and on bioremediation plates using formulations it
has developed. The company monitors the progress of bioremediation with microbiological and bioche-
mical tests, ensuring effective treatment of hazardous compounds. In addition to bioremediation, BACTrem
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also uses phytoremediation, a technique involving the use of plants to clean up the environment, further
demonstrating their commitment to environmentally friendly clean-up methods. The company furthermore
provides comprehensive environmental clean-up consultancy, supporting clients with its experience and
expertise in the removal of contaminants and the implementation of effective solutions. BACTrem is an ex-
cellent example of a Polish company combining scientific knowledge and innovative biotechnology solu-
tions to address environmental challenges and promote sustainable development through environmentally
friendly practices.

In summary, eco-leadership in Poland is evident through the commitment of companies such as Zielona
Energia and BACTrem, which are actively working to combat climate change and address environmental
challenges. These companies demonstrate a commitment to renewable energy, sustainable practices and
innovative solutions, setting an example for other businesses and inspiring a greener, more sustainable
future. Poland is facing the effects of climate change, eco-leaders and new projects and ideas are key to
shaping a resilient and environmentally conscious society. By supporting and promoting these initiatives,
we can work together towards a healthier and more sustainable planet for future generations.
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